
PEACE AND THE NEW YEAR.

The year 1919 bears promise to be the most

auspicious in the history of mankind ; for it
is likely to mark the beginning of an epoch
more hopeful in prospect for the welfare of hu-

manity than any which yet has dawned.
Though the war is not yet technically ended,
we may fairly expect within the year just be-
gun the official establishment of a lasting and
secure peace.
During the past quinquennium the war has

unrolled before our eyes the panorama of the
most poignant and momentous drama which the
human race has ever enacted. Like all great
events, it is still too near to be judged in
accurate perspective. From the biologic
standpoint, it may be regarded as an incident
in evolution; but from the moral and humane

aspect it has been of portent far beyond its
academic significance.

Physicians are justly proud and grateful for
the part which it has been the privilege of their
profession to take in the great conflict. The
service and the progress of medicine in the war

constitute a page that will ever be illustrious
in its history. Yet the doctors, like all other
classes of relative non-combatants, will always
grant eagerly the highest meed of honor to the
men who, at peril and loss of life and its most

precious possessions, have with their blood pur-
chased the safety of the world and sealed the
sacrament of the new peace.

The pride of America, too, may well be hum-
ble in the hour of thanksgiving for final victory.
It is true that when she entered the war the

cause of the Allies was a lost cause, and that
it was her fresh strength which turned the tide
of defeat. But all great causes, since history
began, have been lost causes. The cause of

Sparta at Thermopylae was a lost cause; so

was that of our own Revolution during the
dark winter of Valley Forge; so was that of
France when the Pucelle raised her sword

against the victorious English armies. It is far
more to those who bore the burden and the heat

of bitter days of despair, than to those privi-
leged to share in the glory of the eleventh hour,
to whom is due the utmost meed of gratitude
and praise.
The fondest hope and belief of the world to-

day is that a just league of free nations shall
secure the future peace and happiness of the

peoples. That such a league may utilize the
physical force, which hitherto had been waste-

fully employed in destructive war, for construc-
tive labor, is perhaps the fairest hope which
science may regard as its opportunity in the
ages to come. Many problems will be settled
upon the cessation of armed conflict. Many
others, economic, social, political,, will await
the thoughtful settlement of the generations of
time. That the recent crisis of mankind has
been safely passed is assuring evidence that the
future is secure and that the New Year and
those which will follow it in a succession of
ages shall

"Ring out the thousand wars of old,
Ring in the thousand years of peace."
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